
WINGS Luncheon
“It’s more profitable, somehow, to keep women as 
slaves.  It is so deeply ingrained in the world and in so-
ciety, it is almost the last bastion of human rights,” stated 
Sally Field at the 11th annual WINGS Luncheon, present-
ed by Nancy C. and Richard R. Rogers / Mary Kay Inc. 
on April 11 at the Hilton Anatole.  Two-time Academy 
Award-winning, two-time Emmy-winning, and three-time 
Golden Globe-winning actress, director and producer  
Sally Field was interviewed by Gary Cogill.  She spoke 
about her experience as one of the most versatile and du-
rable talents in Hollywood for more than fifty years.  Field’s renown for playing roles that depict “every woman” 
showed through her delightful stage presence as she drew on her triumphant struggles as a female actress seeking 
to gain control in an industry notorious for denying such authority to a woman.  

In a CBS 11 news interview, Field stated of New Friends New Life (NFNL), “It’s a remarkable group that needs 
to be replicated certainly all over this country.  There are varying kinds of things like that beginning all over the 
world, not only bringing awareness, but really absolute core support on every level to the women who are brutal-
ized and marginalized.”

Also at the luncheon, the 2014 ProtectHer Awards were presented to Dallas Police Special Investigator
Sergeant Byron Fassett, civic leader Nancy Ann Hunt, and U.S. Attorney Sarah Saldaña.  These
individuals were honored for their undaunting leadership and commitment to action in protecting the 
rights of women and girls on local, state and national levels.  Thank you to our luncheon co-chairs, Pat 
McEvoy and Angela Nash, and honorary chairs, Lee Ann White and Michael Fowler. 
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New Friends New Life Mission
New Friends New Life restores and empowers formerly trafficked girls and sexually exploited 
women and their children.

By providing access to education, job training, interim financial assistance, mental health, and 
spiritual support, New Friends New Life helps women and their children overcome backgrounds 
of abuse, addiction, poverty and limited opportunities.

Planned Giving
Please consider donating gifts of stock or monetary funds in your estate planning.  Your gift will 
change lives for generations to come.  Contact Kelly at kcruse@newfriendsnewlife.org.

Stay connected!

 Like New Friends New Life page

 Follow us @nfnlnews

                  Follow New Friends New Life

 Sign up for email updates at www.newfriendsnewlife.org
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Director’s Message
“We must take a stand.”  This is the message I shared at the 11th 
Annual WINGS Luncheon benefiting NFNL.  Worldwide, human 
trafficking is a $32 billion crime.  The U.S. Justice Department re-
ports that in Dallas, $98.8 million is spent in the sex trade each year.  
Women’s and girls’ bodies are turned into property to be bought and 
sold – their sexuality leased at the whim of a john and at the hands 
of a trafficker.  And so, we must take a stand.

I am grateful to all the NFNL supporters - our board members, Cir-
cle of Friends members, faith partners, volunteers, staff and donors - 
for giving the resources required to move a woman permanently out 
of poverty, to restore a sexually abused girl to wholeness, to shine a 
light on trafficking and exploitation.  When you invest in NFNL, you are making a difference!  You are partnering with God 
in His gift of transformation.  Thank you for taking this stand.

Teen Group Therapy
The NFNL counseling program addresses the needs of formerly trafficked 
teen girls in the Letot Girls’ Center and the Dr. Jerome McNeil Jr. Deten-
tion Center.  Counselors lead weekly sexual abuse group therapy for an 
average of 30 teens. “This group acts as a catalyst for teens.  Many express 
they have never felt able to trust anyone.  Then, after sharing for the first 
time the truth of their experiences, they receive validation,” stated Stephanie 
Clanton, NFNL Counseling Program Coordinator.  Teens are able to build 
relationships with one another within group settings through open commu-
nication about shared experiences, and are given creative and safe outlets 
to share traumatic experiences through art therapy. 

These open discussions about common sex trafficking experiences provide a therapeutic benefit to the survivors, as well as serve as 
a significant intervention to prevent the exploitation of high-risk girls in the group. In January and February of this year, 83% of the 
girls requested additional individual counseling from NFNL counselors. While most start with declarations of not trusting anyone, 
especially counselors, the overwhelming majority now recognize their experiences, reveal them to others, and request ongoing help.

Change the Future of Dallas
Are you interested in changing the future for the next generation in Dallas?  You can join NFNL in breaking 

the cycle of poverty, abuse, addiction, limited opportunities and exploitation.  

Become a new member or renew your membership to the Circle of Friends. This community group’s mis-
sion is to garner support and raise awareness for survivors of domestic sexual exploitation and traf-

ficking.  Your support and voice in the community provide survivors with access to education, job 
training, interim financial assistance, mental health and spiritual support.  The membership drive 
ends June 30, 2014.  To join, please visit www.newfriendsnewlife.org/involved/circleoffriend
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Mentorship Program
“We have found that one of the keys to 
success in our program is that a protégé 
makes at least four healthy relationships 
to create a network of support,” Resource 
Center Coordinator Melanie Meijering 
stated. In March, NFNL launched a pro-
fessional mentorship program that coin-
cides with the career-readiness courses 
available to protégés, in an effort to create 
a strong network of support for proté-
gés.  The program is structured to guide 
women through methods to increase soft 
skills, such as critical thinking, prioritizing and scheduling, as well as assist with identification of 
career interests, resume building and interview skills.  Protégés spend one evening a week learning 
through a career-readiness curriculum and another evening working through application exercises 
one-on-one with a mentor.  After the course, mentors meet with protégés twice monthly to discuss 
and assist with job search or professional development.  

Building a Better Dallas Together 
Southern Methodist University and United Way have teamed 
with NFNL to provide a better way to serve survivors of sex-
ual exploitation in Dallas!  Graduate students in the Human 
Rights and Social Justice program at SMU are working with 
NFNL and other United Way of Metropolitan Dallas organiza-
tions, including CitySquare, Nexus, Child Care Management, 
On the Road and LIFT, to create succinct lines of communi-
cation among agencies to provide faster and more adequate 
assistance for clients.  The agencies selected are those that address the most pressing needs for 
the survivors served by NFNL: transportation and car repair, housing, substance abuse services, 
working parent support and childcare, and GED classes.  The goals of this program are to create 
relationships between United Way agencies to provide a more comprehensive and thorough level of 
assistance for clients and better collaboration among agencies.  

SMU also announced the opening of the Judge Elmo B. Hunter Legal Center for Victims of Crimes 
Against Women.  Dedman School of Law students working in the new center will provide legal 
services such as protective orders; divorce, custody and child support agreements; and assistance 
with credit and housing issues.  Students will not only help women – they’ll also gain experience 
and see the human faces behind related legal issues.  The Hunter Legal Center will help clients of 
NFNL and other service providers throughout the state who are victims of domestic violence and 
sex trafficking.  We are excited to be in the work of building a better and stronger Dallas through 
growing partnerships!
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