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New Friends News Spring 2011 Update

WINGS Luncheon

The 8th annual WINGS Luncheon held April 15 at the 
Hyatt Regency was a spectacular event and helped raise 
over $125,000 for the women and children of New 
Friends New Life.  This year’s luncheon focused on the 
realities of sex trafficking in our community and in the 
nation. Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott educated the 
over 550 attendees on the prevalence of sex trafficking in 
Texas and how state officials are working to help combat 
this increasing crime.  

Keynote speaker Harriet Miers, former White House 
Counsel, discussed NFNL’s role in helping women and 
their children heal from the devastation of a life marred 
by the degradation of the sex industry.  Thank you to 
our luncheon co-chairs Robin Bagwell and Kimberly 
Clifton, honorary chairs Myrna Schlegel and Kimberly 
Schlegel Whitman and to all of our sponsors for making 
this event such a success.  For more event pictures, visit 
www.newfriendsnewlife.org.

Robin Bagwell, Bob and Myrna Schlegel, 
Kimberly Clifton and Harriet Miers

Upcoming Events

May 2011	 Circle of Friends Membership Drive

July 10		  Cut for a Cause

September 15	 North Texas Giving Day (www.donorbridgetx.org)

September 26	 New Friends New Life Tennis Round Robin

December 4	 New Friends New Life Home Tour

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott 
speaking at the WINGS Luncheon
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Director’s Message
Hope, value, support, transformation - these are 
the words I used to introduce New Friends New 
Life at this year’s WINGS Luncheon. We are not 
just another organization. We are people who 
believe that when you help a woman escape the 
trap of sex exploitation, you are lifting up her 
children, family, community, nation and world.   
National research supports the stories we hear 
each day of women who were abused as young 
children, forced or coerced into sex trafficking at 
the average age of 13 and suffered exploitation 
and abuse into adulthood. Because of the grace of God, 
NFNL will replace this generational cycle of abuse with redemption, healing and self-sufficiency.  

To this end, the NFNL staff and board met for a strategic planning retreat in February to set goals and tactics to 
implement our vision: serve more women and serve them more. NFNL is poised to enter the next stage of our 
growth with excitement, expertise and vigor. We ask that you consider ways that you can help women in need 
through NFNL. One way may be through our new Circle of Friends, a community group that seeks to raise 
awareness and garner support for NFNL. Please consider joining today at www.newfriendsnewlife.org.

We want to express our immense gratitude to each woman who transitioned off the board at the end of 2010: 
Anita Carpenter, Andrea Dyer, Pam Heard, Maria Kell, Kay Neve and Edgel Vinson. We are grateful for 
their leadership and commitment to our mission. Additionally, we are proud to add several members to the 
2011 leadership team. Thank you to each board member listed in the newsletter for being ambassadors of 
NFNL to our community. 	 	

Thank you, generous supporters, for donating your money and time to NFNL. Whether at our Wednesday night 
support group meetings, the Home Tour, Golf Classic, Tennis Round Robin or WINGS Luncheon, every donat-
ed dollar and volunteer hour make a significant impact on those we help.  On behalf of the women and children 
we serve, thank you for your continued support and for being a woman’s new friend as she seeks a new life.

Junior League of Dallas Supports New Friends New Life
It’s no coincidence that the Junior League of Dallas’ mission is about empowering women, and NFNL is thrilled 
and honored to be selected for the Junior League of Dallas’ 2011-2012 Community Program. JLD volunteers 
will be planning opportunities to introduce our clients to some of the best Dallas has to offer, including the 
Dallas Museum of Art, the Nasher Sculpture Center, and the Meyerson Symphony Center. Volunteers will also 

Kay Thomason, Ray Hunt, Gail and Gerald Turner 
and NFNL Director Katie Pedigo

host special activities for our New Friends women and children, such as school-supply 
drives and holiday meals at Thanksgiving and Christmas. NFNL is grateful to the Junior 
League of Dallas for their partnership in providing funding and volunteers.

The Real Story
“Emily” cried during her first visit to New Friends New Life. 
She was broken by the loss of her mother, the needs of her 
daughter and the feelings of hopelessness derived from a 
desperate past. She had been kidnapped and raped during her 
early teen years as an introduction into prostitution. Selling 
her body was, in her words, “all I was worth,” and the only 
way she knew how to pay her bills. Emily came to NFNL in 
search of hope and determined to care for her daughter de-
spite her lack of education. Due to financial help, nurturing, 
support and lots of hard work, she obtained a GED and is 
now a certified pharmacy assistant at a company that has employed her for several years 
and has enabled her to become self-sufficient. When Emily wanted to remove a notice-
able “branding tattoo” on her neck, a pimp’s sign of ownership, the men’s ministry of 
Irving Bible Church raised the funds to help her remove it, signifying her release from 
her old life into the new. Emily has progressed past the need for financial assistance 
from NFNL, and she and her daughter are thriving. However, Emily and her daughter 
still attend the weekly meetings at NFNL where Emily serves as a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to other women. Thank you to all of you who have helped make 
Emily’s story possible through your prayers and financial support. To support women 
like Emily and read other stories from the women we serve, visit 
www.newfriendsnewlife.org.

NFNL Golf Classic
The NFNL Golf Classic was a hole-in-one!  Sponsors and 
participants raised over $34,000, which will directly improve 
the lives of the women and children we serve. We are ex-
tremely grateful to Jim Barnett and the Preston Road Men’s 
Ministry for organizing the event and to our anonymous Title 
Sponsor and Renaissance Construction, Eagle Sponsor, for 
making this tournament such a great success. Thank you for 
your generous support!
				               

Staff
Katie Pedigo 
Lalla Shackelford
Felicia Burns
Stephanie Clanton
Lauri Lanier
Irie Session
Michelle Spurgeon
Roxanne Wright
 
Board of Directors
Robin Bagwell
Suzanne Baird
Kimberly Clifton
Kathleen Fischer
Pat Hodge
Nancy Ann Hunt
Patricia LaSalle
Pat Lawson
Wendy Messmann
Jan Osborn
Deb Outlaw
Carolyn Pool
Pat Schenkel, Chair- elect
Kay Thomason, Chair
Gail Turner
Donna Webster
 
Advisory Board
Deanna Beauchamp
Marla Boone
Kay Lynn Brumbaugh
Shante’ Buckley
Meredith Camp
Laura Barker Carlock
John Castle
Bob Chisholm
Alissa Christopher
Brent Clifton
Martha Coniglio
Heather Bell Cooper
Carol Crisp
Joy Duncan
Jan Dunn
Bryan Eck
Mary Beth Gallemore
Kathleen Gigl
Vicky Gunning
Harlin D. “Cooter” Hale
Candy Hill
Larry James
Ashlee Kleinert
Linda McFarlin
Tom Mills
Donna Newsome
Fred Orr
Traci Owen
Emily Parker
Rena Pederson
Jeanne Phillips
Susan Robb
Dr. Scott Sager
Pete Schenkel
Carol Seay
John Siburt
Sue Strauss
Grant Stinchfield
Dr R. Gerald Turner, Chair
Terry Unkefer
Jessica Waugh
Jane Wetzel
Kimberly Schlegel Whitman
Peggy Pepper Wilkinson
Carrie Williams
Judith A Williams 
Angela Turner Wilson
Joyce Wright
Jeanne Wyatt

New Friends New Life www.newfriendsnewlife.org

Darcy Peterson, 
Gregg Murry, 

Bryan Eck 
and Tommy Tucker


